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WEEK 13 | Listening and spoken language learning suite.

Domain and goal

Begins to match •	
vowel content 
in spontaneous 
utterances with 
performatives

Begins to match •	
syllable content in 
spontaneous short 
phrases

Activities

Using the correct vowels, diphthongs and number  
of syllables

It’s time to listen to your child as he spontaneously •	
produces known performatives and short phrases. Gather 
pictures of ELTL sounds and phrases you have been 
teaching your child. Put the pictures in envelopes 
and hide the envelopes around the house. 
Hide at least ten, more if your child knows 
more. Take your child to the location of 
one of the hidden envelopes, open it, 
and model the performative and/or short 
phrase. Then tell your child it is his turn to 
find an envelope. When he opens it, stand back a little and ask him to tell you what 
he found in his envelope. If you are standing beside your child and looking, there 
isn’t a pragmatic reason for your child to tell you spontaneously what is inside the 
envelope. If he doesn’t speak spontaneously, prompt him with the direction, “Tell 
me what you found in your envelope” or “I found ________ in my envelope, what 
did you find in yours?” Continue until you find all the envelopes.

Writing down what your child says
There are two different methods to write down what your child says. One will track  
his language development and the other will track his speech development. 

Writing down the words he says/means is noting the language. •	
Writing down the sounds he says is noting the speech (phonetics) in the language •	
he uses.

EXAMPLE: Your child opens an envelope with a picture of a baby sleeping and spontaneously 
blows and says two syllables the same (ai ai), and means “Sh! Night, night.” 

Writing down the language: 
He used a voiceless sound for the /sh/ and then said two syllables that sounded the 
same for ‘night night’. You would write: Sh! night night.

Writing Speech Example:
 He used a voiceless sound (blow) for the /sh/ and then said two syllables that 
sounded the same for ‘night night’. You would write: (voiceless blow) // //. 

In this exercise, you are checking your child’s spontaneous productions to ensure they •	
contain the correct vowels/diphthongs and number of syllables as the actual words.

Date What did your child do?
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