Together further coee

We understand it takes a village to raise a child with hearing loss and we are committed to partnering with you along a child's hearing journey. With access to a wealth
of products, services and resources to enrich their hearing progress, a child with hearing loss can experience a world of possibilities.

Providing a child access to sound when hearing loss is first detected is very important.! For some children, hearing aids may be an effective option to treat hearing loss.
However, as hearing loss progresses, it may still be difficult to hear speech and understand conversations clearly, even when using powerful hearing aids. This is when
a cochlear implant may be a more effective solution to provide access to clearer sound. Receiving a cochlear implant early in a child's life can make a huge difference.”
With a cochlear implant, children have a greater chance of realizing their personal best speech and language skills.?
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PROGRESS POSSIBILITIES

Access to a range of resources and support Achieve optimal outcomes Unlock a world of possibilities

Support along a child's hearing journey ® Develop spoken language early Attend mainstream education
Parents can connect with other parents to obtain support AN Children develop better spoken language if they receive In a study, 80% of children who received a cochlear implant
and advice through the Cochlear Volunteer Program QP theircochlear implants as early as possible' less than 18 months old attended mainstream schools®

Cochlear Family program

ETSE Sl;pg?i[;cj,,spﬁ;c;?nallggsr:garlng resources and guidance ;‘% Acting early can put the child’s speech and language With better language skills children can make new friends
g g Y () development at the same level as their hearing peers? more easily®

School resource center

Support long term speech and language abilities

Achieve outcomes on par with typical-hearing peers \iﬁ/ Enhance social skills
o) O Establish better language skills ‘%
SE

Designed to assist professionals with quick access to tools

and materials to meet the auditory accessibility needs of '1 Successful literacy and academic achievement is rooted in

Children implanted prior to 12 months of age can develop

children with cochlear implants or significant hearing loss better language skills than those who are implanted later? preschool language skills’
In a study: 80% of children who received cochlear implants younger “Estimates of turn-taking interactions with children I8 to 24 months
than 12 months demonstrated comprehensive understanding old predicted 10 and (spoken) language skills [0 years later.”
of vocabulary within the normal range by school entry. Gilkerson (2018)?

Dettman (2016)*



Are they hearing their best?

The Ling 6 Sound Test is a quick and easy way to check on a child's

ability to detect sounds and see if their hearing technology is
giving them access to the full range of speech sounds.

The Ling 6 sounds are: mm, 00, ee, aa, sh and ss. This test may
also be used as a discrimination task, to see if the child can
differentiate between two sounds, or as an identification task,
where the child reproduces a sound or points to a picture or the
toy that represents the sound they heard.

The following can help you check how well a child is hearing:

Make sure the area is quiet and calm.

Before presenting the sound, make sure the child’s gaze is set on
an object, without over-engaging them with the object.

Do not let the child see you say the sounds — this way
you can be sure the child is actually hearing you.

Say the sounds in random order each time, using a conversational loudness
level of your voice without exaggerating one sound over another.

Initially, speak near the microphone of the hearing device so the
speech signal is clear and audible. Once the child responds at a shorter
distance, increase the distance between you and their hearing device.

Check the right ear alone, the left ear alone, and both ears together.
In a quiet environment, the child should be able to detect all of

the Ling 6 sounds at close distance (e.g., 3 feet or 1 meter) and

at longer distances (e.g., approximately 9 feet or 3 meters).
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at counts as a response?

An infant may turn their head, look at you,
smile, or start or stop sucking in response
to the sound.

Young children may demonstrate that they detected
the sound by responding as part of a game (e.g.
dropping a block into a bucket, placing a peg in a
board), raising their hand, repeating the sound or saying
that they heard the sound.

Keep in mind that other factors such as a child’s
attention to the task, developmental age, and listening
experience can impact results.

Cochlear-

Checklist for optimal hearing
for children with hearing loss:

Has a full audiological assessment recently been completed?

Does the child use their hearing device(s) all
waking hours?

Are the hearing device(s) checked at least once every day
to be sure they are working properly?

Is the child developing communication skills similar to those
of children the same age?

Is a hearing evaluation completed every 3 - 6 months
to monitor their hearing and benefit from their current
hearing device(s)?

Is ongoing speech and language assessment undertaken
to monitor the level of benefit from their current
hearing device(s)?

Return to the audiologist
if the child:

Repeatedly misses or does not respond to all Ling 6
sounds with appropriately fit hearing technology. The
audiologist may review for a change in hearing, update
current device settings and/or consider other technology.

Demonstrates increased dependency on remote
microphone technology (FM systems) or visual cues for
access to speech in quiet environments.

Demonstrates slow auditory or language progress in
comparison to typical hearing peers.

Has not established care with an audiologist for regular
care and monitoring.

For more information visit
www.cochlear.com



